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Westville Belgium Sanitary District
Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting
Thursday, August 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
120 E. Main Street, Westville, Illinois 61883
	Board of Trustees
	Royce Wolfe, President; Tom Moody, Vice President; Bruce Cappello, Trustee

	District Staff
	Deanna Simmonds, Office Manager/Treasurer; Frank Gabehart, Superintendent

	Consultants
	Sean McBride or alternate representative, ERH; Eric Eves, District Attorney; Larry Johnson, District Engineer

	Members of Public
	Nikki and Chad Sollars, D.L. Rolinintis, David Dunham, Somer Nagrodski, Rick Jones, Tammy Sutliff and other resident of the community. 


1 Call to Order
 
President Royce Wolfe called the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 6:00 p.m.
2 Roll Call
 
Roll call was taken. Trustees Wolfe, Moody, and Cappello were present, establishing a quorum.
3 Public Comment
 
Residents Nikki Sollars and Chad of 114 Kennedy Drive addressed the Board regarding a severe sanitary sewer backup following a recent storm. They reported that more than two feet of sewage entered their basement after a drain cap failed. They described temporary efforts to stop the flow and explained that they had arranged for a directional sewer scope.
Discussion included the age and configuration of the neighborhood sewer system, drainage from the south end of town toward Kennedy Drive, and a known restriction or bottleneck near the main sewer connection. The Board expressed concern, requested a copy of the scope findings, and stated that the District would review the information to determine appropriate next steps. Possible protective measures, including a backwater or check valve, were discussed. No final determination of responsibility or corrective work was made during the meeting.
Residents also asked about the planned sewer rate increase and the effect on households with limited or fixed incomes. The Board and District representatives explained that the wastewater treatment plant is nearly 50 years old, major rehabilitation is necessary, and adequate rates are required to support operations and qualify for financing. The planned usage rate is $13.60 per 1,000 gallons, and the planned minimum charge is $34.00. The existing debt-recovery and inflow-and-infiltration surcharges will remain in effect. The new rate is scheduled to begin with the October 2026 billing.
The District explained that it is pursuing approximately $6 million in USDA Rural Development financing at a hardship interest rate of approximately 2.125 percent for up to 40 years. The proposed rates were developed using a no-grant-forgiveness scenario. Future adjustments could be necessary if project costs, funding terms, or operating requirements change.
Residents requested that the District consider sewer billing credits for water used to fill swimming pools or irrigate gardens because that water does not enter the sanitary sewer system. Possible methods discussed included an outdoor-spigot flow meter, advance notice to the District, and comparison with prior seasonal usage. The Board agreed to investigate available approaches, eligibility requirements, and administrative demands. No credit policy was adopted at this meeting.
4 Approval of Minutes
 
Board Action: The Board approved the minutes of the July 15, 2026 Board of Trustees meeting. The motion carried by roll-call vote.
5 Approval of Agenda
 
Board Action: The Board approved the August 20, 2026 meeting agenda. The motion carried by roll-call vote.
6 Financial Reports
 
The Board reviewed the District's financial reports and related payment information.
Board Action: The Board approved the financial reports and payment of the presented bills. The motion carried by roll-call vote.
7 Sewer Rate and Capital Improvement Discussion
 
The Board continued discussion of the District's financial plan and the need to rehabilitate the wastewater treatment plant and collection system. Planned work may include replacement of pumps and other equipment, rehabilitation of the anaerobic digesters, pipe lining, and improvements to aging collection infrastructure, including clay pipe installed as early as 1957.
District representatives noted that continued preventive maintenance and timely replacement of failing equipment are necessary to reduce emergency repairs and maintain regulatory compliance. Failure to address deficiencies could expose the District to enforcement action, fines, or other state intervention.
8 ERH Operations and Maintenance Contract
 
The Board reviewed the proposed ERH operations and maintenance contract. Discussion included the contract term, scope of services, and procedures for emergency notification and response. The terms were reported to be consistent with the version previously reviewed, subject to the adjustments presented to the Board.
Board Action: The Board approved the ERH operations and maintenance contract as presented and authorized the appropriate District officials to execute it. The motion carried by roll-call vote.




9 Illinois EPA and USDA Financing Update
 
The Board received an update on financing for the wastewater treatment plant improvements. The District's Illinois EPA State Revolving Fund application did not score high enough to receive funding in the current cycle, so the District is continuing with a USDA Rural Development application.
USDA requires documentation showing that commercial financing is not available on terms more favorable than the USDA program. The District must obtain an additional bank response and complete the remaining application documents by September 30, 2026. USDA funding commitments were expected before November 1, 2026. The proposed engineering agreement will be presented for Board consideration at the next meeting. If financing is approved, design and bidding are expected to take approximately one year before construction begins.
10 Reports and Correspondence
 
The Office Manager/Treasurer reported on administrative and financial matters, including the USDA application, coordination with local banks, and required documentation. 

11 Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 7:20

	________________________________
Deanna Simmonds, Office Manager/Treasurer
	________________________________
Royce Wolfe, Board President

	Date: ____________________________
	Date Approved: ___________________
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